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���� CITYWIDE WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS REPORT            
 
 
The Citywide Weekly Report highlights various activities throughout the City for the 
week.  Consistent with our mission to ensure equal access to opportunity, education, 
and quality of life for every man, woman and child regardless of their race, religion, age 
or socio-economic status, this report will work to organize our weekly achievements so 
that we can measure and maximize our management and performance toward reaching 
our goals.  It is our intent that this report will help to improve communications about the 
programs and services provided to both the City Council and the community. 
 
Please feel free to contact the Public Affairs Department with any questions. 
 
�
���������������������

 
FAX Assists the Community during Freezing Weather 

• On Friday, January 12, 2007, there was a residential fire on “L” Street near 
Calaveras. Supervisor Steve Garcia received a call from the Fresno Fire 
Department (FFD) requesting one bus to serve as a mobile warming center. FAX 
assisted the FFD and displaced senior citizens by placing a bus on San Joaquin 
at “L” Street from 5:40 a.m. to 9:40 a.m. which was utilized by citizens and the 
FFD staff. 
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Public Utilities 
Hoover High School Outreach 

• Recycling staff will discuss the importance of recycling at a Hoover High event 
which showcases community service organizations throughout the City  

 
 



Parks and Recreation 
• The Mayor’s Jobs Initiative program will sponsor a soft-skills workshop on 

Thursday, January 25, 2007, at the Mosqueda Community Center from 10am-
3:30 pm. The workshop is a requirement for those wanting to remain in the 
program 
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Fire 

• From January 12 through January 18 at 1445 hours, fire crews responded to 698 
incidents. Crews responded to approximately 150 calls pertaining to the freeze, 
i.e., broken water/sprinkler pipes. 

 
Police 

• On Tuesday, January 16th, 9 search warrants were served throughout the City in 
relation to a 2006 murder in which a 19 year old����� member was shot and killed 
in the 3500 block of S. Dearing. Citywide resources to include District Crime 
Suppression Teams, SWAT, Skywatch, Traffic Unit, and K-9 were utilized for 
service of the warrants resulting in three arrests and the seizure of six pounds of 
marijuana valued at $6,400. The murder investigation is continuing and more 
arrests may occur later. 

 
• On Wednesday, January 17th, 44 year old Anthony Battiste and 51 year old 

Christopher Henderson were arrested by members of the District Crime 
Suppression Team after they committed a bank robbery in northwest Fresno. 
Subsequent investigation by Street Violence Bureau Robbery detectives 
determined that the suspects were responsible for a series of 10 bank robberies 
that occurred in the City during the past 71 days. Battiste and Henderson are ex-
felons with extensive violent criminal histories to include past robberies.  In 1991 
Battiste was charged with a series of 22 bank robberies that occurred in Seattle 
Washington. 
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Economic Development 
The New Film and Entertainment Commissioner 

• Ray Arthur, started work on January 16, 2007. Ray’s two initial goals for the "start 
up" film and entertainment commission is to create the infrastructure and 
inventory the thousands of assets that the City of Fresno has to offer the 
entertainment industry. Then, to successfully market those assets: locations, 
crew, facilities, vendors, streamlined permitting, incentives, etc., to the decision 
makers in Hollywood and around the world. The economic benefits of the Film 
and Entertainment Commission will be realized as jobs are created when local 
crews and talent are hired and good and serves are rented or purchased thru their 
productions. 
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Public Utilities 
Men’s Church Group Invite DPU to Speak 

• January 17th, DPU Administration was invited to speak to the Men’s Groups from 
St. Paul Armenian and Pilgrim Armenian Churches about City utilities. 
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Public Utilities 
Freeze Results in Many Broken Water Pipes 

• Freezing temperatures caused a large number of water pipes in the City to begin 
leaking or breaking to the point of needing immediate repair. Most pipes were not 
adequately insulated. During the holiday three-day weekend, Water Division 
crews received over 160 calls to shut off water so that repairs could be made to 
pipes and backflow devices. The number of leaks has increased as freezing 
temperatures continue. 

 
Airports 

• The total passenger count for Fresno Yosemite International Airport in December 
2006 was 105,937. This reflects an increase of 3% over December 2005. 
Although some flights were affected by the Denver International Airport closures, 
FYI December passengers remained solid with an increase in traffic over the 
previous year. Mexicana's temporary upgrade during the busy winter travel 
season to the larger Airbus 320 jet and increased flight frequency from 5 flights 
per week to daily service considerably contributed FYI's December passenger 
traffic. 
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Transportation/FAX 
FAX Aids Customer 

• Local radio personality, Ray Appleton, identified a citizen who had an unfortunate 
loss of property which included his monthly FAX bus pass. The Director of 
Transportation became aware of the situation and authorized the issuance of a 
replacement monthly bus pass for the customer. 

 
New Rate for Sunday Newspapers on FAX Buses 

• The Department partnered with the “The Fresno Bee” to bring Sunday Fresno 
Bee newspapers to FAX passengers for an even lower rate. Beginning on 
Sunday, January 21, 2007, FAX passengers will be able to purchase Sunday 
Fresno Bee newspapers on FAX buses for just 50¢ which is 66% off the 
newsstand price.   

 
Fresno Dixieland Sounds of Mardi Gras 2007 

• FAX will be providing supplemental service to assist Routes 22 and 28 transport 
people planning to attend the Fresno Dixieland Society’s “Sounds of Mardi Gras 



2007.” Supplemental service will be provided on January 26, 27, and 28, 2007. 
The hours of service change each day, so call 621-RIDE for further information.  

 
Public Works 
Tree Planting 

• Streets Maintenance Division supervised last week's tree planting operations 
which included significant contributions from the California Conservation Corps, 
Tree Fresno Volunteers and Streets Maintenance staff. Approximately 185 trees 
are projected to be completed by this week and the remainder to be completed in 
the following week to replenish the City's urban forest. 

 
Willow Avenue Widening 

• The City was able to relieve a significant bottleneck at Alluvial with a small 
amount of asphalt and restriping, thus greatly minimizing the delays to traffic 
through this signalized intersection.   

 
Street Impact Fees 

• Public Works staff continues to prepare for stakeholder meetings for the Street 
Impact Fees. On January 23, 2007 City Council passed a Resolution of Intent to 
adopt the Street Impact Fees. This is a significant milestone and staff delivered. 
Now staff will be working with Stakeholders and consultants to prepare the 
necessary nexus study and ordinance to be adopted in the next 60-90 days. 
Thursday meetings will continue with Stakeholders. 

 
Acoustic Upgrades 

• Construction Management finalized an Airport's construction contract that 
provided sound mitigation for 46 existing homes near the Fresno Yosemite 
International Airport. The work included replacement of the existing doors and 
windows with acoustically rated products and installation of new fireplace inserts 
and attic insulation upgrades.  

 
Vehicle Sweep 

• Parking Services has conducted a sweep for abandoned and inoperable vehicles 
in each of the seven Council districts during the month of January.  
The Vehicle Abatement team is removing an average of 46 abandoned vehicles 
per month from City streets.  

 
Street Concrete Repairs 

• Harvard/Farris – Repaired tree damaged curb/gutters and sidewalks that caused 
flooding issues.  

• 743 E. Dennett – Installed missing sidewalk and driveway approaches to 
complete improvement on the block.  

• Sabre/Grant – Repaired several locations of sidewalk and curb/gutter damage.  
• Federal Alley/Merced – Removed and replaced concrete alley for RDA.  
• 450 S. Woodrow – Repaired damaged sidewalks and curb/gutters.  
• 3343 E. Lowe – Repaired damaged driveway approach.  
• Grinded down 40 + sidewalk raises with the sidewalk grinder 

 
Street Tree  

• In District 4, near the Fresno State area, 26 trees were removed in one block 
alone due to damaged concrete concerns.  



Low limbs were causing garbage pick up and street sweeping problems in the 
4900 block of E. Grant. The day we received notice of this event, the Tree crew 
cut back the limbs before the day was over. 

 
Street Sign 

• Fabricated and installed new Street name signs and relocated stop signs at 
Armstrong/Michigan and Filbert/Michigan.  

• Maintained 563 Street name signs for damage and graffiti.  
• Responded to 20 citizen’s request for service, 5 requests from City departments 

along with addressing 8 after hour emergencies. 
• More than 10 crews City-wide unclogged drains, cleaned gutters, pumped water 

and filled pot holes to help prepare our city for the upcoming storms. 
  
Public Works Median Island Team  

• Performed the following during the week of 1/15/07 - 1/21/07: 
• Cleaned 1.7 Million Sq. Ft. which equates to 39 acres. 
• Sprayed one half million Sq Ft. 
• A total of 96 hours in irrigation repairs. 
• Administrative Staff responded to 2 council requests and 1 Constituent complaint. 
• Hours and production were lower this week due to the Holiday. 


